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September 3, 2008
Dear Parents and Guardians,

Self-Control is one of the values that we are focusing on this month. I am so pleased to report that all the
students are doing an awesome job of making good choices and making our school one of peace and
respect! Students are quiet when they need to be and respectful of those learning in other classrooms
when they are traveling the hallways during period classroom change. Each day we have witnessed
students helping each other out by holding the doors for each other and assisting students who drop
textbooks or pencil boxes. It has been a wonderful start to the school year! Thank you for your support
and cooperation in carrying out these values and expectations in your own homes! Let’s keep it up.

We invite you to our first school Mass of the year which will be held this Friday, September 5™ at
10:15am. Fr. Jim will welcome back the students! We are blessed to have Ms. Hilary Sterrett join us.
Ms. Sterrett will be singing her original composition entitled “You Chose Me”. The lyrics to her song fit
beautifully with our school theme for this year, Called by Name. Ms. Sterrett is the future daughter-in-law
of Mrs. Valerie Bateman, our Administrative Assistant. We will also display this year’s banner, which
depicts our theme. It was creatively designed and assembled by Mrs. Donna Hennessy. We hope to use it
at all of our school masses and will display it in the main school foyer when not in use at mass. We are so
blessed with such talented people putting to use their God given gifts at RSPS!

Congratulations to Mark and Jack Mansfield, Lindsey and Kaitlyn Bartlett, Sean and Hannah Collins,
Matt Verni, and Benjamin Burch who all successfully completed the Howard County Library’s Summer
Reading Program. Paper pertaining to summer reading programs should be submitted to Mrs. Patsy Grue.

Congratulations to Mr. Anthony Fiumara who placed 7™ in the Mid-Brass category individual competition
at the Drum Corp Associates Championship this past weekend. Mr. Fiumara is part of Shenandoah Sound,
a local Drum and Bugle Corp.

Congratulations to our seventh grade student, Anna Markovitz, who was crowned Miss Preteen Maryland
this summer. Anna and her sister Julia will be aboard the Miss America Float in NYC for the Veteran’s
Day Parade this fall.

Mr. Sokoloff would like to remind parents that if you need to park your car at dismissal time because you
are coming into the school at the end of the day, please remember to park in front of the parish offices.
Parked cars without drivers are impeding the regular traffic flow. Please know that if you park in front of
the parish office that you need to wait until all cars have been dismissed before leaving the lot.



Next week is our annual Back to School Night. We will host parents in grade 4-8 on Tuesday, September
9™ and parents with students in grades K-3 on Wednesday, September 10"™. The parent meeting will take
place at 7:00 pm in the church on both nights but plan on arriving at 6:30 to attend the Power School
access training and the Volunteer Information Fair. Following the 7:00 presentation in the church you
will be dismissed to visit your child’s classroom and meet with their teachers. Please make every effort to
attend this important evening. The following information should assist you in planning out your night and
attendance.
¢ Both nights we will have parent Power School access training starting at 6:30pm. Power School
access training will take place in the computer room and is for all 3" grade parents and all families
new to the school with students in grades 4-8. If you have gone to the training session in the past
you do not have to attend. Access codes are needed for parents of students in grades 3-8 in order to
view their child’s Power School information and grades. Parent access will open on October 1*.

e A Volunteer Information Fair will be held at 6:30pm on both Back to School Nights. It will take
place in the link areas between the church and school. Please stop by the tables to view the fun
events and activities the HSA has planned for this year! Please bring your Giant and Safeway cards
and we will sign you up right then and there so that the school can begin receiving credit for a cash
bonus from your grocery purchases.

e Girls Scout troop 528 is offering free babysitting for 30 children in the multipurpose rooms on
Tuesday night only. Pre-registration for the children is required and will be offered to the first
families who sign up. Please email the troop at seitzmom(@yverizon.net as soon as possible.

e Two volunteer hours are given for each parent in attendance at the Back to School Night(s). We
look forward to seeing everyone.

Band parents: Mrs. Carney has a trumpet for sale that is in excellent condition. For more information,
please contact her at mcarney(@resstpaul.org.

Coming home today is the Family Income Survey with a letter of explanation. It is imperative that we
have these forms filled out and returned to school. All information is confidential and helps determine our
Title funding from the state. Just for your information, we received over $12,000 in Text book funding
last year from the state. Thank you for your immediate response!

Coming home today is a nutritional and physical activity survey from the Healthy Schools Initiative
Committee. Please complete the survey and provide information as it pertains to your youngest child.
Information obtained from the survey will help with future planning. Please return completed surveys to
Mrs. Whatley by next Friday, September 12, 2008.

All students will be attending a kick off assembly tomorrow for our annual Innisbrook fundraiser. This is
one of the Home and School Association’s biggest fundraisers for the year. Please note that if you place
your order on line, your order will be mailed right to your doorstep; otherwise orders will be picked up
from school. The fundraiser will take place over the course of the next three weeks. Thank you in advance
for your support!

Many thanks to our Home and School Association for funding our latest technology project. Over the past
few weeks, five classrooms have been outfitted with new LCD players and SMART boards. We hope to
have the remaining LCD players installed and operational in grades K — 2 before Back to School Night.



